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White House Office 
of Public Liaison 
Buffy Wicks, Deputy Director, White House Office of Public Liaison 
 
Welcomed attendees and emphasized that the ARRA is “really about transparency.” 
 





Ed DeSeve, Special Advisor overseeing the Recovery efforts 
 
Identified the five main tasks of the Recovery Team: 
1. “Get money out the door quickly, effectively, and fairly.” 
 The federal government already has obligated more than $40 billion. 
2. “Getting money under contract.” 
 Happening at an ever-increasing pace. 
 Therefore groups need to know the process and timing. 
 Watch where the funds are going to be going; e.g., cities will be 
applying for block grants, so be prepared to partner with cities. 
3. “Build a reporting & performance infrastructure.” 
 ARRA contains extraordinary provisions regarding reporting money 
and performance. 
 In October, both grantees AND subgrantees will have a rigid deadline 
for reporting both about money and performance. 
 If you will be a grantee or subgrantee, then keep watching for 
reporting requirements being issued by OMB. 
4. “Develop performance measurements people care about.” 
 Rather than just sending money out, they also are developing 
systems for seeing how well the money is being spent. 
 Trying to use the KISS principle (“Keep It Simple, Stupid”) so people 
can fill out paperwork quickly and easily for meaningful data rather 
than wasting time gathering and reporting on worthless items. 
5. “Maintain the support of the American people, Congress, and stakeholders.” 
 
Then walked people through the Recovery website. 
 
Danny Werfel, Deputy Controller 
 
Shared data regarding raw dollar figures: 
 $370 billion will go out via formula and block grants  
 $85 billion will go out via competitive grants (anticipates a flurry of activity in 
July and August) 
 $60-65 billion will go out via direct contracts (784 contracts have been entered 
so far; dollar amounts are unknown for direct contracts) 
 
Emphasized three new items that will apply to grants via the new standard terms and 
conditions for performance requirements published April 1 in the Federal Register: 
1. Data collection requirements – will relate to dollars and performance 
2. Davis-Bacon Act will apply – payment of prevailing wage rates will start 
applying to grants as well as to contracts 
3. Buy American – when purchasing goods, a new preference for using items 
made in the USA 
 
Handout  OMB said it purposefully did not provide any; information is on the Recovery 
website. 
 




Handouts  http://www.councilofnonprofits.org/files/arra/Labor.pdf 
1. Overview of Unemployment Insurance Provisions (1 page) 
2. Overview of Job Training Provisions (1 page) 
3. Training and Employment Notice # 30-08 (March 4, 2009) – Overview of the 
Employment and Training Administration’s implementation strategy for 
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Workforce Investment Act and Wagner-Peyser funding under the ARRA (7 
pages) 
 









 Walked through 6 new loan programs for “small businesses” 
 When asked whether nonprofits could qualify for any of the items she had 




Joel Matthew Szabat, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Transportation 
 
Using the handout, Mr. Szabat explained how USDOT has separate statutory guidelines 
regarding Disadvantaged Business Enterprises. 
 
Handout  http://www.councilofnonprofits.org/files/arra/Transportation.pdf 
USDOT TIGER – Transportation’s Implementation of the ARRA (3 pages) 
 
Dept. of Housing & 
Urban Development 
Fred Karnas, Senior Advisor to the Secretary 
 
Of the $13.6 billion HUD received from ARRA, HUD sent out 75% of the money via 
formula grants within 8 days of the President signing the ARRA into law. 
 
Because most of HUD’s funds went out via formula grants, he urged nonprofits to focus 
more on the competitive grant programs. Used the handout to identify at least 3 
programs through which nonprofits may be able to pursue grants and/or partnerships: 
the Community Development Block Grant Program, the Neighborhood Stabilization 
Program, and the Homelessness Prevention Fund. 
 
Handout  http://www.councilofnonprofits.org/files/arra/HUD.pdf   
ARRA Implementation at the Dept. of Housing and Urban Development (6 pages)  
 
Dept. of  
Treasury 
Donna Gambrell, Community Development Financial Institutions Funds 
 
Handout  http://www.councilofnonprofits.org/files/arra/Treasury.pdf   
Programs Administered by the Community Development Financial Institutions Fund (5 
pages)  
  
Dept. of  
Justice 
Amy Suzanne Loder, Office of Violence Against Women 
 
Before Ms. Loder spoke, another (very good) presenter from DOJ shared information 
about two grant opportunities listed on the first DOJ handout. The first (Internet Crime 
Against Children) may be too specialized for most, but the other (Mentoring) may be a 
special opportunity for nonprofits with a national presence interested in mentoring at risk 
and high risk youth. NOTE: Application deadline for the Mentoring grants is April 20. 
(See handout for more details.) The programs Ms. Loder addressed sounded 
interesting, but the application deadline already has closed. 
 
Handouts  http://www.councilofnonprofits.org/files/arra/Justice.pdf 
       1. Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention “Recovery Act” (1 page) 
       2. The ARRA and Violence Against Women Grant Awards to States (2 pages) 
 
Dept. of Homeland 
Security 
Thomas Mason, Director of Acquisition Policy and Workforce 
 
Mr. Mason said that the comparatively small amount appropriated to DHS via ARRA is 
to fund special border construction projects that do not provide grant opportunities for 
nonprofits. 
 
Dept. of Commerce Ellen Herbst, Senior Advisor for Recovery Act Implementation 
 
Ms. Herbst, very energetic and helpful, indicated that nonprofits can qualify for some 
Commerce grants, such as for Economic Development Administration “grants to 
economically distressed areas across the Nation to generate private sector jobs.”  
 
Handouts  http://www.councilofnonprofits.org/files/arra/Commerce.pdf 
1. Overview – PowerPoint slides (6 pages) 
2. Economic Development Administration – listings of contacts (12 pages) 
3. U.S. Census Bureau Regional Offices (3 pages) 
4. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (3 pages) 
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Dept. of the Interior Darryl Beckmann 
Chris Henderson, Special Advisor to Interior Secretary Ken Salazar 
 
Following a presentation by Mr. Beckmann about aspects of the lower Colorado River 
basin, in response to a question about the grants to repair trails and other programs that 
could involve youth organizations, the new appointee (Chris Henderson) spoke up and 
then met with about a dozen groups out in the hallway to describe Secretary Salazar’s 
interest in helping. That evening Mr. Henderson sent an email to those who followed up 
with him in which he said he “wanted to connect those of you interested in our youth 
programs with Ray Rivera, our Director of Intergovernmental Affairs, who is leading the 
Secretary's youth initiative.  I'm happy to help on other issues, but Ray is the right point 
of contact on youth.  Ray, there was significant interest from many of these folks in 
being part of the conversation regarding our youth efforts and how we can engage a 
more diverse group of young people than maybe we've seen in the past.” 
Ray_Rivera@ios.doi.gov  
 
NOTE: Mr. Henderson’s action of immediately sending the follow-up email reinforced 
another theme witnessed during the briefing: that while many of these people are very 
new to their jobs (having been there for 3 weeks or less as the new Administration is 
being assembled), most of them seem sincerely interested in helping people.  
 
Handouts  http://www.councilofnonprofits.org/files/arra/Interior.pdf 
1. (untitled) overview of the Department of Interior’s role in ARRA (2 pages) 




Renee Wynn, Acting Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator, Office of Solid Waste 
and Emergency Response 
 
Handout  http://www.councilofnonprofits.org/files/arra/EPA.pdf 
Recovery Act Activities and Socio-Economic Procurement Projections for the Superfund 
Remedial Program (4 pages) 
 
Dept. of Agriculture Cheryl Cook 
 
Offering advice based on her years of experience out in the states (she, too, had just 
been hired to her new position just two weeks ago), she emphasized that the USDA has 
a long history of having field offices in each state so people with questions should feel 
free to contact the USDA offices in their own state for the latest information.  
 
Handouts  http://www.councilofnonprofits.org/files/arra/Agriculture.pdf 
1. Community Facilities Loans and Grants (2 pages) 
NOTE  These loans and guarantees “are available to … nonprofit 
corporations.” 
2. Rural Housing Options for Elderly People (2 pages) 
3. Water and Environmental Programs (2 pages) 
 
Dept. of Health & 
Human Services 
John T. Monahan, Counselor to the Secretary 
Richard Turman, ARRA Coordinator 
 
 Of the entire funding going out through ARRA, 23 cents of every dollar ($137 
billion) goes through DHHS, with most of that going out to state governments 
via formula grants. 
 DHHS is proud of its “robust” system, so you can get more information via its 
website or contacting the 10 regional offices in different parts of the nation. 
 
 
Handout  http://www.councilofnonprofits.org/files/arra/HHS.pdf 





Special Reports on Economic Recovery 
 
 This Special Report is one in a series prepared by the National Council of Nonprofits to help  
 nonprofit leaders, grantmakers, policymakers, and the general public better understand the  
 intersections between the nonprofit sector and our nation’s economic recovery. Review  
 the other Special Reports at www.councilofnonprofits.org/stimulus  
 
 
 
